PETS   FOR   BOYS   AND    GIRLS
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WHAT AN AQUA1UUM LOOKS LIKE

It is often cruel to keep goldfish in a small glass bowl, especially in the full sun.   In a proper

aquanum, however, these pets are perfectly happy and live for a great many years.    Growing

from the sandy bottom of the tank there should be selected water plants and a few ramshorn

snails will act as scavengers.

and milk is the food they most appre-
ciate, and if you feed your pet regularly
at the same hour each evening he will
turn up just as regularly for his supper.
These animals hibernate during the
winter.

MICE are available in many varieties,
and all sorts of distinctive colourings
and markings, interesting specimens
being usually exhibited at various fur
and feather shows. If you can make a
start with an unrelated pair it will not
be very long before you have quite a
large stock.

Housing. Fancy mice are usually
kept in boxes with plenty of clean
sawdust on the floor, though peat moss
is equally satisfactory. It is a good plan
to have a glass front to each box so that
the inmates may be watched.

Feeding. The sort of food to provide
for fancy mice is : bread and milk;
bird seed; crusts of stale bread;

pieces of carrot or other root vegetable
or of ripe apple; heads of flowering
grasses or a piece of tender lettuce;
crushed oats, very occasionally. Change
of diet is important and no stale food
must on any account be left in the
hutches.
Young mice are taken away from
their parents at four weeks, when the
bucks must be separated from the
does. The best method of picking up
these pets is to take them firmly by the
tail, fairly 'near the body.
PIGEONS are most interesting pets,
especially those which one takes in a
basket on a bicycle some distance away
so that they may fly back home. For
the garden Fantails are splendid, living
in a cote which may be affixed to the
top of a post, the cote being divided
into' separate compartments for each
pair of birds. Homing and such pigeons,
however, would not be happy in one of